Psychosocial performance of family physicians.
This study surveyed 30 residency-trained family physicians all currently in practice to determine the nature of their psychosocial interactions with patients. In general, respondents were satisfied with the quality of their psychosocial training in residency and generally evaluated their competency on a range of psychosocial skills as adequate to excellent. Physician psychosocial competency was most strongly related to residency, but not to postresidency, behavioral science training or to psychosocial screening practices. Frequency of performing psychosocial behaviors was also related to behavioral science training, as well as to length of time in practice. Neither frequency nor self-perceived competency related to physician age, gender, patient volume, or type of practice.